Owr 10.15am Sumﬁly Senvice

We welcome Paul Morris to lead the service

Welcome
Opening Prayer
Song O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Prayers of Penitence at the Advent Wreath
Absolution
Creative Engagement
Children and youth leave for their groups
0Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2: 1-5
Song Let There Be Peace on Earth
Gospel Reading Matthew 24: 36-44
Talk
Affirmation of Faith
Song When I needed a neighbour
Prayers
Collect for the 15t Sunday of Advent
The Lord’s Prayer
Children and youth return from their groups
Church Family News
Song Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
Blessing
The Grace

After the service please join us for
refreshments, and remember there are
people willing to pray with you in confidence.

Online Services:
Follow on YouTube by searching for
St Michael’s Church Highworth

Sunday 3oth November
10.15am Morning Worship with Paul Morris
2-5pm Private Student Concert in Church
Monday 1st December
10-11.30am Toddler Group in Church
3.30pm HCS Rehearsal Set Up in Church
7-10pm HCS Rehearsal in Church
Tuesday 2nd December
9.30am Morning Prayers in Church
7-9pm Youth Group in Church
Thursday 4th December
7.30pm Bellringing Practice
Friday 5th December
9.15am Friday Blessings in Church
Saturday 6th December
10am-12pm Coffee Morning in Church Room
12-9.30pm HCS Concert in Church
including set up and clear down
Sunday 7th December
8.30am Holy Communion
10.15am Morning Worship with Mike Dilly
Monday 8th December
5.30pm Westrop School Christmas Concert
7.30pm Prayer Hour in the Church Room
Wednesday 10th December
2-4pm Prospect Pop-In in the Church Room
Friday 12th December
1-11pm Military Wives Choir Concert in Church
Saturday 13th December
10am-12pm Christian Aid Saturday Drop In
1-7pm CAP Christmas Event in Church
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Waiting for the Lord - stay awake!

n our readings this week we are

presented with a striking contrast. We

have Isaiah’s glorious vision of a future

peace, and Jesus’ urgent, stark warning
to stay awake.

Together, these passages ask us two
fundamental questions: What are we hoping
for? and How are we living right now?

Isaiah sees the mountain of the Lord’s house
established as the highest point, a magnet for
all nations. Then Jesus reminds us that life
often feels like "business as usual." In the days
of Noah, people were eating, drinking, and
marrying right up until the flood came. Jesus
emphasizes that we cannot predict God’s
timing. We are not called to calculate dates,
but to cultivate character. Since we don’t know
when Christ will return, our only option is
constant spiritual readiness.

Isaiah suggests that we don't naturally know
how to make peace. We have to climb the
mountain and learn God’s ways to turn our
swords into plowshares. Jesus is advising that
routine can be dangerous, the danger in
normal activity is the distraction. We cannot
let the routine of daily life numb us to the
presence of God.

Waiting for the Lord isn't about sitting around.
It is an active "walking in the light" while we
wait for the fulfilment of the Kingdom.

Paul Morris



Join us for Prayer

Prayer Hour:

The next prayer hour is on Monday 8th
December at 7.30pm in the Church Room.
Please do consider joining us.

It is vital that we join together to pray for our
church, our community and the wider world.

Tuesday Prayers:
Prayers are held in church every
Tuesday morning from 9.30am.
We come together to pray for the week ahead.

Friday Blessings:
Blessings are held in church every Friday
morning from 9.15-9.45am. It is a time for
everyone to come together to bless the Town.

gef in Couch
Parish of Highworth with Sevenhampton & Inglesham

Ministry Enquiries: Telephone: 07841 106717
Rev Phil Goodey (day off Friday)
Email: rector@stmichaelshighworth.co.uk
Rev Andy Bissex (day off Wednesday)
Email: curate@stmichaelshighworth.co.uk

Administration/General Enquiries:
(including baptisms, weddings, funerals etc.)
Church Office: Telephone: 01793 762702

Email: office@stmichaelshighworth.co.uk

Website: stmichaelshighworth.co.uk
Bulletin: bulletin.stmichaels@yahoo.com
Copy deadline is 12pm Thursday

For Prayer

Prayer for Advent

As we light candles through Advent,
we remember:
... Jesus came as Light of the World!
... Jesus' first coming was long promised!

... Jesus will come again in glory for all to see!

O come, O come, Emmanuel!

Pray for a generous response to prepare
CAP Christmas hampers and Boxes of Hope
for families in need.

Pray for preparations for Christmas services.
Pray for those who may dread Christmas -
... those separated from family or bereaved;
... those anxious about finances;

... those seriously ill...

Pray for our town and those who live in
Wessex Way and Westhill Close.

O come, O come Emmanuel! Amen

Prayer Chain
To commit to join the prayer chain or if you have
something for which you would like specific or
urgent prayer, please email
smprayerchain@yahoo.com All requests are
confidential.

News and Events

Meet Greet Eat - Christmas

We’ll be meeting on Tuesday 16th December from
10.30am for a festive feast.

Pre-booking is required this month.

Please do confirm to the office, by 7th December,
if you will be attending.

Bags of Hope

Thank you to everyone who has donated so far.
There’s still plenty of time to make a donation
towards the cost of a bag (each bag will cost £55 this
year).

Cash, cheque, card payment and bank transfer are
all accepted. Please use the reference Bag of Hope
on bank transfers.

If you make a donation on the machine in church
and would like us to claim the gift aid either
complete the gift aid questions on the machine or
contact the church office to let them know you have
made a donation so we can increase your donation
by 25%. Thank you.

Further details on collecting from Aldi and packing
to follow but keep the early evening of 17th
December and the morning of 18th December free!

Christian Aid Saturday Drop In

The Drop In in church on Saturday 13th December
is supporting the Christian Aid Christmas Appeal '
No Crib for a Bed'.

There will be the usual bacon sandwiches, games,
prayer space and warm welcome.

But we should take a bit of time out to think of
mothers, small children and babies caught up in a
situation which is not of their making, where they
have no food, warmth or shelter.

We look forward to seeing you all there.

Peter and Patricia Croton.



Cunafes Connen

Advent 1: Span

Swindon is famous for a few things, but impressive bridges is not one of them.
We have no major waterway running through the town, so apart from a few long redundant canal bridges, the footbridge between West Swindon and
what’s being built at ‘West Wichelstowe’ and the bridge spanning what’s left of the canal between Waitrose and the H&W pub, that’s about it.

Bridges span gaps, they link things which would normally be separated and inaccessible.

Advent (which means ‘coming’), reminds us that Jesus came to bridge the gap between fallen and sinful humanity and a holy, loving and just God.
He spans time and eternity, he’s the bridge between life and death. He is a King, a King who came and who is coming again.
The child in the manger never ceased to be the eternal God, he did not, as some suggest, ‘lay aside his majesty’.
In his earthly life Jesus was, always and remained, fully God. (John 1.1-18).

Alison reminded us at mid-week communion the other week that we need to move on from the concept of ‘gentle Jesus meek and mild’,
Jesus is a King, a King who deserves our worship.
Why? Because this King went to the cross in our place, to bridge - to span the gap, to be punished in our place and to rise again to give us new life.

So this week as we enter Advent, may we recognise who Jesus is and fall at his feet in worship.

‘Emmanuel, God with us, Emmanuel, King Jesus...” Chris Tomlin

Rev. Andy



CAP Party
Saturday 13th December - St Michael's Church
Inviting volunteers please with an hour or so to

Providing a Dessert: to arrive before 5pm

Setting up Church: 3 - 4.30pm

Creating/setting up table decorations: 3 - 4.00pm
Prayer: 6.15 - 6.45pm

Washing up: 6.30 - 7.30pm

Church set-down/clearing: 7 - 8pm

General socialising with CAP guests and families:
5-7.00 pm

If you are free and can help in any of these ways,
please speak to Lyn Sapwell or email Kathryn Ford
asap. Thank you. Lyn Sapwell

Coffee Mornings 2026

Due to other commitments starting in 2026 we
are looking for more volunteers to run the
Saturday coffee mornings in the Church Room
from 10am-12pm.

If you feel you may be able to help out by taking
one Saturday per month please do speak to Julie
in the office.

Eco Tip - Christmas

Are your gifts made from eco-friendly materials.
Ensure wood and paper gifts are made from
recycled or Forest Stewardship Council

(FSC) certified materials. Avoid single plastics
items that can’t be recycled and look for things
like Organic-certified food and clothing.

From Swindon Deanery

Purton Come and Sing Messiah
Saturday 6th December

We are planning to hold a Come and Sing Handel’s
Messiah (excerpts) on Saturday 6th December 2025
at St Mary’s Church Purton.

It should be a fantastic event in a wonderful
building. If you need more information, please
contact Ian Tweedie-Smith.

Book here:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/come-and-sing-
handels-messiah-excerpts-tickets-1508071214599?

aff=eivtefrnd&utm-campaign=social%2Cemail&utm

-content=attendeeshare&utm-
medium=discovery&utm-source=strongmail&utm-
term=listing

Nativity Festival at St Mary’s Lydiard Park
oth — 13th and 15th — 16th December, 12.30-3pm
Free entry.

Early evening group tours can be arranged by
contacting Clive on 01793 877111.

Christmas Services

7th December

4pm Christingle Service — Blunsdon

17th December
7pm Carol Service — Sevenhampton

19th December
4pm Christingle — Highworth

20th December
2pm Carol Service — Inglesham

21st December

8.30am Holy Communion - Highworth
NO 10am Service - Blunsdon

NO 10.15am Service - Highworth

4pm Carol Service - Hannington

6pm Carol Service - Highworth

6pm Carol Service — Blunsdon

24th December
3pm Crib Service - Blunsdon

4pm Crib Service - Highworth
11.15pm Midnight Holy Communion - Blunsdon
11.15pm Midnight Holy Communion — Highworth

25th December
10am Christmas Day HC - Sevenhampton

10am Christmas Day HC - Blunsdon
10.15am Christmas Day HC - Highworth
10.30am Christmas Day HC - Hannington
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